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ABSTRACT: 

PURPOSE: To easily recognize the residual amount of an ink ribbon in a 
cassette and control each part by a method wherein a ribbon cassette is 
provided with a memory medium connected to a data writing/reading part, and a 
control signal is transmitted to an actuating member of a device body on the 
basis of data written in the memory medium. 

CONSTITUTION: When a power source of a device is turned ON, a CPU 43 and the 
like are initialized and reads data stored in a memory medium 41 provided in a 
ribbon cassette loaded on the device. The data including the size of ink 
ribbon, the type of ink ribbon, i.e. whether the ink ribbon is a color or 
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monochromatic type, and the residual amount of the incorporated ink ribbon. 
These are displayed on a display part 45 after the residual amount is 
calculated. When the loading of the cassette is judged, the electric current 
amount of a DC motor 46 is controlled, the take-up torque of a take-up roll 35 
is set to a predetermined value, and a printing processing is executed. When 
the completion of printing is judged, the residual amount of the ink ribbon is 
rewritten in the memory medium 41 . 
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